I wish you Merry Christmas and Happy New Year !
The Christmas card shows my sailplane flight and preparation for aerobatics flight. I’ve fastened the parachute, and we’re ready to start. - I hope you’ve enjoyed the pictures and travel reports I sent on a CD in November last year.



This year started good with a temporary job in the computer company ComITa in Tonsberg. They offer remote computer center for small companies which don’t want responsibility for this themselves. ComITa takes care of data security by copying to tape every night and puts these in fire safe cabinet. Communication with the data center is over Internet. The job was very interesting and I learned a lot about searching for faults on the Internet. The company also offered help with recovery of data on computers which had broken down. That was also very interesting. But the job lasted for only 1 month, because they didn’t need any new employees.


In March I therefore started on a new course for job hunting people. This course was more focused on writing job applications and training for job interviews. I made several simulated interviews, and was also in a real interview in the company Santech in Sandefjord, which sells computers and other electronic components. But the job was withdrawn. All the other companies I sent job applications to, only responded they had received over 50 applications. When so many people are jobless it’s impossible for people over 50 to get a job.

But this course had also included outplacement in a company, and in June I started at the computer center in the school for education of grownup people and asylum seekers in Tonsberg. I like this job very much, and there are many different tasks. Sometimes I install new computers in the classrooms, and occasionally I have to make holes in the concrete walls for cables. Then it’s repair of computers and installation of virus- and spy-detection programs. I also help students with their computers and Internet installation at home. And I assist teachers in data, mathematics and Norwegian. There’s also been some watchman’s work, like painting.
The school needs me very much, but has no money for hiring me. County administrations are so poor that they often fire people instead of hiring more, which they really need. It’s totally meaningless because Norway is overflooded by money. In fact there’s no unemployment, there’s work enough for everybody, but there’s nobody to pay. Therefore everything in Norway fall to pieces, and the unemployed people have not enough money to live well. Over 10 billion dollars is needed to repair all public houses, and especially the old beautiful churches. It’s sad. Norway puts the oil money into funds instead of building roads and infrastructure.  The roads are as in developing countries and the maintenance is reduced every year. Norway prefer to bury the oil money, some people warn the money might disappear some day.
With the governments we have Norway will be a developing country in a few years. After having lived in Tonsberg for 24 years I’ve not experienced power failures for more than 30 minutes less than 1 time per year. But after privatization of power stations there was power break for 4 days in December 2003 in areas north of Oslo, and the whole area east of the Oslo fjord. And there was a 2 days break at the nearby island Notteroy. Private power stations don’t have money for preventive maintenance, and soon all houses need a gasoline generator ready, as in developing countries. I’ve bought a generator myself and struggled with installation of new cables from this in the house. At the same time we have more power failures and high increase of price for electricity. Miserable.


In September I had my first flight with sailplane, after having flown singe engine planes for 30 years. It was a nice feeling to be lifted by a towplane up to 2000 feet. Afterwards we circled over Tonsberg for 15 minutes before landing.  The price was 15 dollars for each 300 feet step, so 2000 feet cost 100 dollars. I thought that was expensive compared to flying 1 hour for 150 dollars with the engine planes I rent. 


The leader of Tonsberg airplane club has aerobatics license, and is part owner of a plane approved for aerobatics. About 2 weeks after the sailplane flight he called me, and said I could come for an aerobatics flight. 30 minutes later I was at the airport with parachute on. I’ve never jumped with parachute, but in aerobatic plane it’s required to have it on. 
We started with spin to the left from 4000 feet down to 2000, then a lot of air work, like loops (4G positive), flying upside down (1,5 G negative), roll, steep turn with 90 deg bank. The plane had window in the roof, but it was impossible to lift the camera in a loop with 4 G. It was pretty exiting, with a lot of G-powers, and such flights only last 15 minutes also. I felt very well after the flight, but later I sensed a bit nausea for about 3 hours.


During the last year I’ve heard and read many interesting news, and as usual I’ll present some of them: 

We’ve learned that Norway is a state of justice, and that people have the right to defend themselves. But everybody who’s been in a self defence situation, has experienced strong limitations in the right to defend themselves. There’s been several occasions where house owners have defended themselves against thieves and then put in jail. This happens automatically if the thief is hurt. If the thief only has intention for stealing, you can only politely ask him not to do it, or stand looking at him robbing you. But if the thief hurt you, he’s not put in jail, because he’s wellknown by the police. Policemen have pepperspray to defend themselves with, but ordinary people are refused to buy this. There’s really no right to defend oneself in Norway, the criminals are given all the power, and the police approve this, it’s illegal to hurt them.          In Strasbourg it’s been decided that the Nokas-gang in Norway shall not have footlinks in the court. I’m very tired of seeing the smiling gang leader in Norwegian sweater in the news every day. It’s not allowed to offend criminals, but they can kill and scare bank employers. All the time we here about the criminal’s rights, but nothing about ordinary peoples right to be protected against the criminals. 
In the tv-program editorial office-1 in November they talked about the right people with AIDS have to have lovers and possibly infect them. All people have done something stupid automatically get a lot of rights, which ordinary people lack.


For some years people in Sweden have been informed about changing to digital tv broadcasting in 2007. But already this summer the island Gotland changed, as a test project. There were a lot of problems, but it’s been quiet about this in the fall, so I assume it works ok now. To receive digital tv broadcast, it’s necessary to buy a converter box, which cost about 300 dollars. This had been fair enough if only one box was needed in the house. But the producers have been smart and mounted only 1 plug on the box, so that you need 1 box for each tv. And the government has not regulated this. Many people have 3 tvs in the house, and the change will be expensive.
It wouldn’t surprise med if the tv company in Norway also change to digital tv in 2007, without any information, before the last couple of months before the change. This is how things are in Norway, the politicians make big changes overnight without information in advance. It will be chaos and many angry people, maybe they can’t watch tv for a long time, because there are not enough converter boxes for everybody to buy. 
When digital tv is established it will also be impossible to record tv programs on video or Dvd without paying, despite the law that people can record for own use. Tv will be a new way of taxing people. The main thing for the government is that people spend all their money on taxes and duties, and not buy things and create inflation.


Copy control is also an illegal rottenness which the CD- and film companies implement. When you’ve bought a CD or film (or record in the old days), you have the right to take a copy on tape for yourself.  It’s also written in the law in all countries that you can record from radio and copy pages in books for your own private use. No books are delivered with copy control.
The sentence in the case with Dvd-Jon shows that the copy control the producers of cd’s and dvd’s implement are illegal, but they don’t care. The only way to get rid of copy control is to refuse buying cd’s and dvs’s with copy control. This should be an important matter for shops.
Crooks who want to copy and sell again, can do this easily, even with copy control, they only make a new recording while they play the music or film. Copy control only hurts ordinary people, who have the right to make a copy, to avoid buying a new cd or dvd if the original fails. It should be a demonstration for this right, but nobody cares. 
Many people listen to music while they work on the computer, but cd’s with copy control can’t be played in the cd-station in computers. Sometimes they even destroy the driver program for the cd unit, and it might cost 200 dollars to have the computer repaired. This might happen if you by accident put a cd with copy control in the computer. Bad companies create all this problems claiming they have this right. They’ve even tried to fool people by saying it’s illegal to copy. They fool the politicians, and continue with copy control, even when they lose the court case. It’s only copy for sale which is illegal. If copy control should be standard, people would have to buy a player from all different producers and fill their houses. That’s not free competition.
The government was under hard pressure to make it illegal to copy cd’s and dvd’s and download from Internet, which would have made all people criminals, despite the law that people can copy. The producers almost succeeded in fooling the politicians. Cd’s and dvd’s have a life period of 5 to 25 years, depending on a good or bad protection sealing from the producers. They might also accidentally be destroyed when you take them out of the cover, because they are very tight fastened.  I think the producers do this intentionally. Therefore it’s totally unacceptable to deny making a copy, which the law gives you right to make. If copy control should have been accepted by law, it would mean that you probably couldn’t copy your own files to a new computer without paying. 


In the new weekend magazine included in the biggest Norwegian newspaper ‘Evening post’, there was an article in November about good looking people taking everything. They get higher salary, less days in prison, and easier job. Other people must compensate by being more kind and have better skills, but it helps only little. People say that it’s the inner qualities that count, but it helps only little. 


This year you’ll also find my Christmas letter on my home site at http://home.online.no/~heol-tu.  Click on the button Download. I’m thinking about omitting sending the paper copy next year to those of you who have computer, you can read it on the screen, if you want to. 
