December 2002                          Summary of events 2003
19 - Heard that the company had lost a big contract in Shanghai in China. Earlier it had been said that this contract was very important for our success in 2003, and the best effort was done to get the reward. 
20 – Regret, I was badly mistaken about some cd’s destroying cd players. Buying a diskman for testing was a mistake.  A couple of days later I learned it only applies to the CD-R in computers, which might be used for copying the music cd. Such cd’s are marked with very small letters ‘copy control’ or ‘will not play on PC/MAC’. It says nothing about the fact that the cd will actually destroy the CD-R. Celine Dion is among them. It’s a crime from the cd producers making honest people suffer for the professionals making illegal copies.  Refuse to buy such cd’s.

31 - New Year with my girlfriend.

January 2003

03 – Bad start of the year, as usual. This time official info from the company that the China contract was lost, and the company would not have income the first months, until time for signature of next contract on our bid list. This was expected in April. If we should loose this also, we would be in more serious trouble. But all effort would be done to achieve alternative contracts. The company had plans for giving half the staff leave of absence for half the time the first half year.

10 – Info that 15 persons had been given leave of absence, and that I was one of them. The start would be on the 3rd of February.

13 – Mariebelle arrived from Philippines. She connects to the Internet a lot, and my fixed telephone number if often busy. In this case people can reach me on the mobile telephone (+47 905 21 864). I have not installed digital telephone line, because it’s much more expensive, and even if they promise a much higher communication speed, tests shows that the real speed is not much higher, because of heavy load on the servers.

February 2003

03 – First day of leave of absence. Had to register at the Labor Office to get 62% of normal income on the days I

        would not be at work.

18 – First flight to Tyrifjord area, about 30 minutes each way.

20 – Correspondence with members of the norwegian and swedish Beatles copies groups about Beatles festival in

        Norway, as in Liverpool.

22 – Written article in local newspaper about bad habits in traffic, after a man had held me up for 5 minutes when
        he illegally drove his trailer out in front of me on the priority road.

March 2003

11 – Bought about 10 books on the large sale of books we have every second year.

17 – Letter to minister of foreign affairs and Jeff in USA about Norway’s attitude to war in Iraq to stop terrorism.

20 – Letter to american embassy Oslo about surrounding cities in Iraq. No street fighting, as all reporters predicted.

21 – Letter to Erik Heyerdal in the norwegian radio asking for help with finding professionals to arrange a Beatles

        festival in Oslo.                                                                 28 – Flight to Honefoss, very scenic.

April 2003

09 – Info that we had lost the contract for the extended system in Dover also. Due to stupid and arrogant leadership
        in the company. In 1996 we lost the british market and the platforms in the North Sea for the same reason. The
        new leadership in 1999 managed to get the british market back, but after 2 years they became just as stupid
        and arrogant as all the earlier leaders.

15 – Started work in the garden, cleaning of leaves and twigs from the trees.

22 – Started using my old business laptop Pc, which I bought from my company before Christmas. Transferred all
         my pictures to this pc.

26 – Had planned again to fly up in mountains to the famous skiing race ‘Skarverennet’, but weather was too bad.

May 2003

01 – Cut the top of my 3 apple trees, because they produce too many apples.

07 – Tractor company started digging to renew the sewerage system, demanded by the county administration.
         Expect a bill of 50 000 (about 7000 dollars) crowns in June.

14 – Helped my girlfriend buy new Tv and new car.               17 – National day in town.

June 2003

01 – Veteran car tour to Munkholmen at the island Notteroy. Ford festival with 100 cars, 15 Mustangs.

03 – Flight to Rakkestad airport across the Oslo fjord. Mariebelle left for summer vacation at Philippines.

14 - 20 ships from norwegian Navy in town offering open ship. I visited my old frigate from 1971 'Trondheim' and a

        submarine 'Kobben'. Very interesting. Afterwards I drove to the international airport Torp 10 miles south of
         my home town Tonsberg, which offered open airport. The most interesting was an old Thunderjet from 1958
        and a Starfighter from 1965. None of them were in flying condition, and had been transported from the
        museum at Oslo international airport Gardermoen on trucks, distance of about 100 miles. I remember looking
        up at the Thunderjets when I was about 10 years.

11 – Info that all installation engineers, and several others would be fired. These jobs would be taken over by
        people in the sub company in India. They work for 1/10 of the price of norwegians.

15 – Am-car festival at the local airport.

25 – Accepted finish package from the company after 22 years.

29 – Museum Race veteran car tour in the neighbor city Horten.

July 2003

1 – Started summer vacation.

2 – Got the message that my shares in MBN were worthless, and that a symbolic sum would be paid to all share-

       holders, and the company closed. All my savings lost, about 80 000 dollars. My brother lost twice as much.

3 – Test flight with Piper Archer. Trygve arrived from sea.

6 – The Slottsfjell veteran car tour. Mariebelle returned from the Philippines.

9 – Åsne Seierstad, the norwegian Iraqi correspondent, on Swedish radio P1.

10 – Flight to Stavanger on the west coast to visit family, with my brother.

14 – Laid new concrete at my neighbor’s house after new ditch to connect my sewer to cleaning system.

15 – Aborted flight to the fjords at the west coast and Geiranger because of low clouds at Geilo. This was not

        forecasted, since it was high air pressure, so it was a big surprise.

17 – First trip with the motorcycle this year.

19 – Veteran car tour in the neighbor cities Stavern and Larvik. Very nice.

21 – Prepared holes for cables in many rooms for connection to Internet via ADSL high speed

        communication instead of telephone line.

23 – Flight across the Oslo fjord to the old castle Fredriksten in Halden with friends from childhood. Gathering at
        the cabin belonging to one of them near our childhood houses at Tjome in the evening.

25 – Pleasant evening with my girlfriend Grethe with good music and prawns. None of us knew that this would be

        our last hours together.

28 – Grethe died probably in the morning from cerebral infarction.

30 – Got the message that Grethe was dead from her brother. It was unbelievable.

31 – Visit to family in Lier, which had been planned for some time. Didn’t tell that Grethe was dead.

August 2003

02 – My 56th birthday. Air show at the international airport Torp, about 20 miles south of my hometown. There
        were Spitfire from 2nd world war, DC-3, F16, and many more. On the ground there were Thunderjet from the
        50’s and Starfighter from the 60’s. 

05 – Funeral for Grethe.

06 – Started training for new job at the company Adecco, which has a good record for getting people back to work.

        Job interview prepared and CV set up. I might take some stand-in jobs later, but I keep my salary until end of

        December.

10 – Air show at the local airport, only small aircrafts, sailplanes, model planes, parachute jumps, veteran cars.

11 – High-speed computer communication operative in my house.

18 – Preparing trip to India and Nepal in November

25 – Training in truck driving

29  – Celebration with colleagues from Siemens in Oslo, where I worked 10 years 22 years ago.

September 2003

07 – Veteran car tour to Drobak or Modum dropped due to heavy rain.

23 – Home office in operation, with the newest combined color printer, scanner, copy machine and pc

        with high-speed Internet connection.                                                            26 – Trygve left to sea.

October 2003

01 – Mountain flight

19 - The march around the Tjome island, which occur every fall. I go with childhood school mates.
23 – Attending Beatles-concert with the norwegian copies Betales at Bakkenteigen Technical school.

        They are very good, and play at the Beatles festival in Liverpool in August every year.

November 2003                                  My mobile phone no: +47 905 21 864 can receive sms messages
07 – Last day at my company Norcontrolit. After 22 years I was forced to leave, because all contracts

         had been lost last year, due to poor and arrogant leadership.

09 - Left for vacation in India and Nepal. It was fantastic. ................                  25 - Returned home.

28 – Copied 700 pictures from vacation from digital camera to pc.

December 2003                                                     My new e-mail address: helge.tunheim@tiscali.no
08 – Meeting with concert management people regarding Beatles festival in Norway based on my idea.

         Finally I’ve met the right people, and hopefully we’ll be able to arrange a festival in 2004.

10 – Installed DVD player, looked at my first Dvd ‘No.1’s and more’ by The Beatles. Fantastic to see them play
        their first no.1 songs in full length.

15 – Registered at the local office for unemployed.

16 – Started writing 42 Christmas letters to relatives and friends.

